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5.  
,  

. 
 1. : 

1. How are branches of law classified in Russia?  
2. Which branches of law belong to the category of fundamental law?  
3. What do specialised branches deal with?  
4. How do composite branches differ from fundamental and specialised ones? 
The system of law in the Russian Federation is presented by norms, institutions 
and branches of law which together make a single unity. The system reflects 
social relations regulated by specific norms and institutions of law. For example 
the problems of marriage and divorce, child custody and adoption are connected 
with the sphere of family relations and consequently regulated by the norms of 
family law.  
Branches of law are supposed to be one of the basic units in the whole system 
of law. Each branch has its own peculiarities, which differentiate this very 
branch from the others, its subject and method and its own place in the system. 
For years Russian jurists have made attempts to classify branches of law. 
Nowadays there are different subdivisions that are used by contemporary 
Russian scholars. Thus as well as in most other countries law in Russia is 
divided into public and private, substantive and procedural, domestic and 
international. But there is one more classification which is based on certain 
characteristics of Russian law. Traditionally Russian lawyers single out 
fundamental, specialised and composite or complex branches of law. 
Fundamental branches regulate the most general and important relations in 
different spheres of social life. This category involves branches of substantive 
law such as civil law, criminal law, administrative law, as well as procedural 
law including civil, criminal and administrative procedural law. Constitutional 
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law doesn’t belong to the group of fundamental branches. It is traditionally 
considered to have the leading position among other branches, as the norms of 
constitutional law serve the basis for the norms of other branches. 
Constitutional law in Russia concerns the structure of legislative, executive and 
judicial power and principles of their work; the political system of the country; 
its federative structure; forms of property; electoral system; legal status of 
citizens including their rights, duties and liberties. The main source of 
constitutional law is the Constitution of the Russian Federation.  
Specialised branches of law deal with special areas of social relations such as 
family relations, financial relations, labour relations, etc. These branches are 
rather independent and their norms are presented in special codes, for example 
the Family Code which is the primary source of family law; the Labour Code 
which is known to be the source of employment law, the Land Code which is 
the source of land law, etc.  
Together with fundamental and specialised branches there are so-called 
composite branches. Usually these branches don’t have their own codes. The 
relations arising in these spheres of law are usually regulated either by the 
norms of fundamental law i.e. administrative, civil or criminal law or by norms 
of specialised law for example financial law. This group includes such branches 
as business law, environmental law, maritime law, agricultural law, etc. 
6.  

, -
. 

 1. : 
BILLOFSALE 
Dated: __________________, referred to as “SELLER”, sells, bargains and 
conveys all of SELLER’S rights, title and interest in:  
Make: _________________  
Model: _________________  
Style of the vehicle:__________  
Year of vehicle:_____________ 
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)____________ to 
_______________________, referred to as “BUYER”, his heirs and assigns. 
________________________acknowledges receipt of a total of 
$____________ 
(____________________________________________________ & no/100 
Dollars) from _____________ BUYER, in partial payment of the agreed total 
sales price of $ ___________________________________, 
(_________________________________________ & no/100 Dollars). 
________________________________, SELLER, shall remain fully liable for 
any undisclosed liens or encumbrances. SELLER, ________________, 
warrants that there are no liens or encumbrances on the goods sold, and that 
_______________`s title to the goods is clear and merchantable. 
_____________SELLER, shall defend ___________ from any advance claims 
to SELLER`s title to the goods sold.  
The goods sold herein are not sold by a merchant in the field. THESE GOODS 
ARE SOLD WITHOUT U.C.C. WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, including 
MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. 
The BUYER, ___________________, acknowledges examining the goods sold 
herein. The provision may be applicable, and legal rights may vary between 
states. The parties agree to the terms and conditions stated herein: 
_____________________, SELLER (signature) _____________(typed name) 
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_____________________, BUYER (signature) _____________(typed name). 
 

. . 
7.  

. 
 1.  

.  
, . 

 
.  

8.  
. 

 1. . 
The Russian Federation was established by the Constitution of 1993. Under the 
Constitution Russia is a democratic federative law-governed state with a 
republican form of government. The Russian Federation consists of 85 
constituent entities (republics, regions, and territories, cities of federal 
significance, the autonomous regions and one autonomous area, which have 
equal rights). The authorities of the constituent entities have the right to pass 
laws independently of the federal government. The laws of the subjects of the 
Russian Federation may not contradict federal laws. In case of conflicts 
between federal and local authorities, the President uses consensual procedures 
to resolve the problem. In the event a consensus is not reached, the dispute is 
transferred to the appropriate court for its resolution.  
The President of the Russian Federation is the head of state. He is the Supreme 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation. The 
President organizes and heads the Security Council of Russia, signs treaties, 
enforces the law. The President appoints ministers, who are subject to approval 
by the Federal Assembly. He nominates judges to the Constitutional Court, the 
Supreme Court and the Higher Arbitration Court of the Russian Federation, and 
the Procurator-General of the Russian Federation. The President has the right to 
introduce the state of emergency within the Russian Federation. He announces 
pre-term elections.  He has the right to suspend the acts of executive bodies of 
the  Russian  Federation  members,  if  they  contradict  the  Constitution  of  the  
Russian Federation, federal laws or the international obligations of the Russian 
Federation.  
State power in the Russian Federation is exercised on the basis of its separation 
into legislative, executive and judicial branches. Each of them is balanced by 
the President.  
The legislative power is vested in the Federal Assembly (the Parliament). It 
consists of two chambers: the Federation Council (the upper chamber) and the 
State Duma (the lower chamber). The two chambers of the Federal Assembly 
possess different powers and responsibilities, the State Duma being the more 
powerful. The Federation Council includes two representatives from each 
constituent entity of the Russian Federation, one from the representative and 
one from the executive bodies of the subject of the Federation.  
The State Duma consists of 450 deputies and is elected for a term of 4 years. In 
December  2008  the  term  was  extended  to  5  years.  Each  chamber  elects  a  
chairman (the Speaker) to control the internal procedures of the chamber. The 
Federal Assembly is a permanently functioning body. The Federation Council 
and the State Duma sit separately. Their sessions are open (public). Each of the 
Houses forms committees and commissions and holds hearings on the 
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appropriate issues. Bills may be initiated by each chamber. But to become a law 
a bill must be approved by both chambers and signed by the President. The 
President may veto the bill.  
The executive power is exercised by the Government which consists of the 
Chairman of the Government (the Prime Minister), deputy chairmen and federal 
ministers. The Prime Minister is appointed by the President with the consent of 
the State Duma. Should the selected candidate be rejected three times, the 
President appoints the Prime Minister himself, dissolves the State Duma and 
announces new elections. The Prime Minister proposes to the President his 
candidates for the offices of federal ministers. The Government presents a draft 
budget to be discussed by the State Duma and provides its implementation as 
well as realization of financial, credit and monetary policies. It carries out 
measures to ensure legality, rights and freedoms of citizens, protects property, 
public order and combats crimes. The Government ensures state security and 
the realization of foreign policy. It pursues a uniform state policy in the sphere 
of culture, science, education, social security, health and ecology.  
Justice in the Russian Federation is treated as a special type of state activity. It 
is administered by courts of law unified within a single judicial system which is 
independent of other state systems. The aim of justice in Russia is to safeguard 
both the citizens’ rights and interests as well as those of the state and individual 
institutions, enterprises and organizations. Judicial power is effected by means 
of constitutional, civil, administrative and criminal judicial proceedings. Judges 
are independent and subject only to the Constitution of the Russian Federation 
and federal law. 

 
: 

1) to be established by the Constitution 2) a law-governed state 3) a constituent 
entity 4) consensual procedures 5) a branch of power 6) to exercise power 7) to 
vest power in smb 8) to introduce a state of emergency 9) a draft budget 10) to 
dissolve Parliament 11) public order 12) to administer justice 13) to ensure 
legality 14) powers and responsibilities 15) to pursue a uniform state policy 
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10.  

. 
 1.  

.  
Types of Constitutions  
A Constitution is a system which establishes the fundamental rules and 
principles which a state will use to govern and regulate.  
There are several types of constitutions: written/unwritten, rigid/flexible, 
federal/unitary.  
The term written constitution is used to describe a constitution that is entirely 
written, that is codified in one single document. Written constitutions normally 
consist of a ceremonial preamble, which sets forth the goals of the state and the 
motivation for the constitution, and several articles containing the substantive 
provisions.  
The term unwritten constitution is used to describe a constitution in which no 
single, formal document delineates the powers of a government. Instead, an 
unwritten constitution comprises the body of a country's laws, enacted over 
time, with an emphasis on political precedent and parliamentary procedure, to 
create a framework in which a limited government operates. Unwritten 
constitutions can contain written sources: e.g. constitutional statutes enacted by 
the Parliament; and also unwritten sources: constitutional conventions, customs 
and traditions. 
Many historians use the term “rigid” to describe the Constitution because in 
such constitution there are provisions in writing that cannot be legally changed 
with the same ease and in the same manner as ordinary laws. On the other hand, 
the Constitution is called “flexible” because it is an unwritten document that 
can be changed by an act of Parliament or through a process of amendment.  
The federal constitution establishes the division of authority between the 
Federal Government and the component units of the government. In a federal 
constitution,  sovereignty  is  invested  in  the  central  government.  It  allows  a  
limited amount of government among units.  
The unitary constitution relates to the parliament. It follows parliamentary 
system  of  power.  The  unitary  constitution  establishes  a  unitary  system  of  
government where a central government does exist. Although units are 
associated with that government, sovereignty is controlled by the central 
government. 
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 1. (1) .  

Translate the text into Russian    
(2) Answer the following questions:   
1. What is the principal source of constitutional law?    
2. What category of law is closely connected with constitutional law?    
3. What category of law regulates various spheres of financial activity?    
4. What is the difference between public law and private law?    
5. What are the parties to a civil case? 
Classification of law    
There are many ways in which the law can be classified.   Constitutional law 
is  a  leading  category  of  the  whole  system  of  law.  Its  principal  source  is  the  
countrys Constitution. It deals with social structure, the state system, 
organization of state power and the legal status of citizens.    
Administrative law is closely connected with constitutional law but it deals 
with administrative activity of a government and ministries.    
International law regulates relations between governments and also between 
private citizens of one country and those of another.    
Financial law regulates the budget, taxation, state credit and other spheres of 
financial activity. There is distinction between private law and public law.  
Public law concerns the relationships within government and those between 
governments and individuals. International public law regulates relationships 
between one state and another. Private 29 law deals with various relationships 
that people have with one another. It regulates private interests, use of 
property, contracts between individuals, family relationships etc.    
There is also distinction between criminal law and civil law. The first practical 
difference is seen in the parties to the legal action. A civil case will involve 
two or more individual people or bodies. The parties to a criminal case will be 
the state and an individual person or body. Civil law includes the law of 
contract, tort and property. The right in property is the central institution of 
civil law. Criminal law is the law by which the state regulates the conduct of 
its citizens. It defines the general principles of criminal responsibility, 
individual types of crimes and punishment. Criminal cases range from the 
small to the very serious (e.g. murder). Although the division between civil 
and criminal law is very clear, there are many actions which will constitute a 
criminal offence and a civil wrong.    
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